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BRAINTREE  & BOCKINQ  URBM  DISTRTfiT  COUNCI^f 

REPORT  OF  THE  ACTING  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HRAT.TH  FOR  1^44 

Public  Health  Offices, 
St*  Peter* s Close, 
Bocking,  Braintree, 


Mr.  Chairman  & Gentlemen, 


r 


September  1^45 1 


Heath  -d  sanith^y  condltLh: 

GENER.-1.  HEilLTH  SERVICES. 

1944.^*’'"  were  no  changes  in  the  health  servloes  provided  to  the  District  during 
Legislation  in  Force. 

No  new  byelaws  were  adopted  or  came  into  force  during  the  year. 

Staff. 

HooT+?  ^^2u®t  Dr*L*Youatt,  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  resigned  owin^  tn  m 
HZato’trthe  Urto'mstrirt!''"'’*^'^  the -appointoent  of  Acting  Medical  Officer  of 

1944.”^d";eSaced7r'Stolf  f Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  on  March  30th 
t.  , Binder  who  terminated  his  aigagement  on  November  14th  1943# 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Bater.7orks  were  again  used  for  supply  purnoses 
1 P“"Pihe  hours  are  82.  " ^ purposes 

The  Chlorination  Plant  still  operates  continuously. 

S“:  SS’ ""  “*•' 

Booking,^  ^ Sojnples  were  taken  during  the  year,  six  from  Braintree  and  six  from 
Reports  received  from  the  County  Bacteriologist  were  as  follows;- 

Braintree  Supply,  10.  44, 

P'orityf " ^ appearance  and  of  saUsfactory  bacterial 

end  d^L'ur^poaS!  consistent  with  a wholesome  water,  suitable  for  drinking 

Becking  Supply.  5.  6.  44. 

bacteail  pSiy.'*'®  ^ appearance  and  of  very  satisfactory 

and  dSjstir^f  sS!  ® wholesome  water,  suitable  for  drinking 


-!• 
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Pr^iinaRc  and  Sewerage 


Braintree  Works. 


Work  has  nor  commenced  on  the  buildin^f  of  the  nevi/  Supernatant  Pump 
the  pipe  lines  to  improve  tiie  quality  of  the  effluence  of  this  works  which  is 
still,  however  failing  to  comply  with  the  County  Council  standard, 

Bockinp  Works. 

These  works  continue  to  produce  a satisfactory  effluent. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 

Paring  tht.  year  visits  were  made  as  a result  of  complaints  of  nuis;uics 
and  of  defects  in  dwelling  houses,  etc, 

Swlmminr  Baths  and  Pools. 


A sample  taken  from  tne  Council's  Swimriiing  Pool  was  reported  to  be  of  a 
satisfactory  straidarci  wf  bacterial  purity,  but  ai'^  algal  growth  was  reported  as 
causing  turbidity. 

A sample  taken  from  a privately  owned  Pool  was  reported  to  be  of  a 
satisfactory  st'indard  of  bfxterial  purity. 

HOUSING. 

No  inspections  were  carried  out.  Visits  on  complaint  v/ere  made  in  respect 
of  defetts.  Certain  houses  previously  condemned  under  the  Housing  Acts  w^ere  put 
into  a reasonable  state  of  repair  EUid  used  for  housing  homeless  persons,  under 
temporary  licences  granted  by  the  Council. 

INSPECTION  a.:d  supervision  of  food. 

Milk. 

Milk  (Special  Desimiations)  Order. 

Tub'jrculin  Tested,  Licence,  tw  bottle.  1. 

Dealers  licences.  7 

Pasteurised  Milk  Dealers  licences.  1 

Accredited  Milk  Dealers  Licences.  1 

Sourin-  of  Milk. 

During  the  year  jA  samples  of  iailk  were  tedeen.  Most  of  these  samples  were 
token  because  of  a number  of  complaints  of  the  souring  of  milk  soon  after 
delivery.  The  milk  was  from  one  wholesale  firm  outside  the  Urban  District.  By 
co-op-,raticn  witn  the  local  authorities  concerned  and  the  County  Council,  check 
samples  were  UJeen  at  various  stages  in  production  and  it  was  shown  that  milk  of 
an  'Unsatisfactory  standard  was  being  sent  into  the  district.  A Conference  of  all 
the  vafious  bodies  interested  ?/a&  held,  and  promises  were  given  that  all  possible 
steps  -jraiuld  be  taken  to  improve  tir:e  quality  of  the  milk  supplied.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  ye-ar  it  Tras  found  that  a considerable  improvement  had  been  made  and  Uie 
complaints  from  consumers  stopped.  From  the  investigations  made  it  became  obvious 
that  tb.e  age  of  the  milk  ai'.a  tine  lag  due  to  transport  diffic’ulties  was  of 
consiaerable  importance.  A considerable  amount  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  Urban 
District  is  sent  to  London  and  milk  consumed  in  the  district  is  obtained  from 
distent  fp.rms  and  is  delayed  by  handling  at  the  Wholesale  Daity,  It  transpired 
that  owing  to  the  way  in  which  contracts  were  allocated  no  reorganisation  could  be 
made. 


Meat. 


The  scheme  for  centralised  slaughtering  under  the  Ministry  of  Pood  continued 
d'ariag  the  year.  Two  slaughterhouses  have  been  used  exclusively  by  the  Ministry. 
The  remainder  of  "the  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  have  not  been  used.  Licensed 
SlaughteiT-ouses  in  the  district  number  6,  and  knackers  yards  1, 
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Durini^  ,tJie  year  9338  animals  wore  sl.ai.ightored  for  hvman  consumption.  Of 
nhese  9041  or  98<.85t  were  inspected-  The  total  amouno  of  imsound  food  condemned 
■ urin j this  period  was  2hi6  tons.  In  most  c-ases  liie  food  was  salvaged  and  used 
for  trade  purposes  other  than  foi-  human  consumption. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Tne  follovdng  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease  have  been  reported 
during  the  year;- 


Scarlet  Fever 

93 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

2 

Diphtheria 

11 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Measles 

2 

Erysipelas 

3 

M'hooping  Cough 

19 

Pneumonia 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  cases  occurred  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  and  were 
mild  in  type. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  case  of  Diphtheria  proved  fatal. 

Diphtlieria  Prophylaxis. 

Sessions  have  been  held  at  the  Combined  Treatment  Centre,  Goggeshall  Road, 
and  have  been  well  attended. 


Tlie  total  number  of  Children  immunised  in  the  Urban  District  at  the  end  of 
1944  was  as  follo7/s;- 


Children  age  5-15  (i*e.  school  children)  l8o5 

Children  'Linder  5 (i.e.  pre-school  children)  785* 


These  figures  represent  approximately  84^  and  68^  of  tlie  child  population  of 
■tiae  district  in  the  respective  age  groups. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  tcbal  number  of  cases  on  "the  I Reg"!’ster>  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
131,  and  was  made  up  as  follows 

Respiratory.  Non  - Respiratory. 


«ale. 


Female.  Male. 


Female. 


41 


34  23 


33 


36  new  cases  were  notified  during  1944,  and  were  made  up  as  follows; 


Respiratory.  Non  - Respiratory. 

Male.  Female.  Mile.  Female. 

14  12  4 6 

D'uring  the  year  there  were  8 dea'ths  of  j-Litients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register. 


n.  .hi  w J nTo  ON . 


During  tae  year  much  progress  has  been  made  in  facilitating  the  return  of 
evacuees  and  homeless  persons  to  their  homes. 

Boieyas  Hostel  cort'’''’‘^s  to  be  used  as  a treatment  hostel  for  evacuees  from 
a considerable  portion  of 


I wish  to  express  my  tnardcs  to  tine  Council  Officers  7/ho  have  kindly  assisted 
me  •j_  compiling  this  report. 


X am. 

Lr.  Chaiiman  iic  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  lervant; 

0 ...  • ^ • X ^ 0 vO  • 

...cting  lledical  Officer  of  Health. 


